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ldea and Senſe: of God's Mereies, is} 
| 117 Bc: onA, both, becauſe we have fa Tri- 
bute, of, that Value, as at ange õq to diſ- 


chaſg8; it l, ad kenden Mere 
cigs 476 over all his Works, Fial. 145. ꝙ and; are 
freſh, gr ve every Mar ning, Lam. 3 23. Our 
Egga eee ee praiſe; Him, 
As therefore pew this Account we are oblig d 
to a nauer · cœaſing Gratitude, and to the expreſs 
ſing of it with the beſt Member we have; ſo: 
muſt it bear ſome Analogy: or Refemblance 
(tho? it can no Proportion) to the Bleſſings. de» 
riv'd from Heaven, Frivate, daily; and.ordis: 
nary- Favours ought tolbg; privately; and ina 
Manner, ſutable, owo'd. and acknowledp'd + 
But the, greateſt and moſt ditinguiſhing ier“ 
czes:.oughn to: be celebrated withths greateſt 
and path ſelamn Thank ſg 
happy Nelivarance:of, 
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A Thankſgiving SERMON. 


with the Prince and his Illuſtrious Progeny, 


from the traiterous Hands of the vileſt and 
worſt of Men : If to be reſcu'd from Popery, 
Slavery, and Arbitrary Power, with all their 
dire Concomitants, and more dire Effects, 
(which muſt have been the 1nevitable Fate of 


theſe Kingdoms, had the moſt execrable and 


moſt unnatural Rebellion fucceeded :) If thefe, 
I fay, be Bleſſings, and thoſe not of a com- 
mon, ordinary Figure; then certainly, they 
require ſome adequate Returns of Thanks and 
Praiſe to the Great Original and Author of 
them. And had not Authority enjoin'd this 
our Aſſembling together, yet even common 
Gratir7- de, Senſe and Reaſon (except we were 
as apid, infenhible © and irrational, as tlie 
Traytors themſelves) muſt have prompted us 
to offer unto our God a Thankſgiving, and to 
pay our Vows unto the moſt High: for, that 
He hath given ſogreat a Deliverance to his King. 

This Pfalm, as our beſt Commentators a-- 


gree, was compos'd by King David, in Com- 


memorarion of thoſe many ſignal Sucteſſes and 
Deliverances, which God had wrought for 
him, particularly in reſcuing him out of tlie 
malicious, revengeful Hands of Saul, and at 
length ſettling him and his People in perfect 
Peace and Tranquility. And, I hope, we ſhall 
all at 15 time unanimouſly concur with the 
inſpired Penman, both as to the Matter and 
Manner of Rejoicing, ſeeing that God has 
given ſo great a Deliverance to his King. 1 
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culars to be conſider d, which, I hope, will be 

thought appoſite to this Day's Solemnit). 
14 Mercy receiv d, namely, à Delive- 

rance, and this/amplify'd, and made the more 


conſpicuous, by the Epithet, Great. II. The 
Object of this Mercy, King David, whoſe Cha- 
rater becomes the more ſacred, in being ſtil'd, 


His Ring. III. The Author of this Mercy, or 
Deliverance, before mention'd, the Lord, and 
imply'd in the Relative, He. Each of which 


I ſhall but lightly touch upon, and then apply 


the whole to the preſent Occaſion. 


I. I ſhall a little invert the Order, and be. 
gin with the ſecond Particular firſt ; namely, 
the Object of this Mercy or Deliverance, King 
David, whoſe Character becomes the more 


ſacred, in being | ſtil'd, His King. He, Who 
eſteem'd it to be no {light Honour to be the 
King of Iſrael's Son- in- law, was now himſelf, 


he boaſted not of, as Hereditary, becauſe he 


knew it to be much better, as derivd immedi- 


ately from God himſelf; which the moſt High 


thus illuſtrates and confirms: - He choſe David 
alſo his Servant, and took him from the u e | 
him to feed Jacob his People, ana Iſrael his Inbe- | 


om following the Ewes great with young, he 


— 


ritante, Pſal. 78. 70, 17. 


J In which Words we have t theſe three Parti- " 


» 1 p o — * 
2 4a 3. 8 , 
— 4 * — i 41 
8 * 


3 IN - vp N wo E * E W _ A a 
Soo te Gd ow. acer ot eos — ER IO * 1 


- cited Text, is this: That, rh Monay 


| leave. to make theſe two . bilk, 5 
I hope,. will not be thought foreign to our 
Purpoſe. (1.) The firſt is, to refute that vile 
Fall ws: (and intended Calumny) amongſt ma- 
er notorious ones, raisꝰd by the invete. 
wr Enemies of King George; namely, That 
before his Acceſſion to the Brittiſb Crown, he) 
lead a mean, obſcure, ruſtick kind of Life, not 
unlike that of David's in the Sbeepfold; - which; 
however, if true, cou'd he no juſt Reflection, | 
becauſe the two firſt Kings we read of in ho 
Scripture, Were thus tranſlated. Tho rhe 
verſe is well known even toi theſe Makeoga 
teats: That our King was both born and bred 
to Regal Digniry ; chat he was an Cones 6 
Soveraign Pritire, before he: came hither, /a 
that he's the only Proteſtant Relict of that Ila 
ſtrious Family, whoſe Memory theſe Devotees 
pretend ſo much to extol: Lay pretend; be- 
cauſe, if au was rah they could never to 4 
Crown'd Head have offer d ſuch: vile Indigni- t! 
ties aud conremprtuous Inſolemce on a Day ſer 
apart for a juſt Faſtification of Loyalty, and 
ani Kbhorrenoe of Rebellion] 21 $f „% 


i(2)i Myrſccond-Obfervarion Irbmi the (forks: 


ian: 
all Regal-Authority are unqueſtionably ehe beſt 
Forms of Government, and the moſt donloant 
to Seripture, as having an tndoubted[Fus D. 


num, or Divine Right: (er the Voice O Wiſdom 


is the Voice of God himſelf; By me Kings 8 
 vyort* 


ne Feld. 
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hd Prinies be Nerds Jeff, Prov. 8. 1. pr? St. 
Paul likewiſe aſſerts; That theſe! Powers are 
ordain d of God, Rom. TN 1.) yet no King or 
Ptince is from hence ju 

exerciſe a deſpotick, tyrannical, or deſtructive 
Power, (as moſt of our modern Paſſives urge, 


and 'tis to be wiffbd they were at an 5 


more paſſive) but ſuch only, as is 


Safety and Welfare of their People: For ſuch 


a Power only we find lodg'd and delegated by 


God himſelf to David, whom he ſttles, His 
12 He was to feed, that is, to nourifh, and 
rve (whence Kings are properly call'd aur- 


ing Father not to eat up or devour Jacob his 
People, or Hrael his Inheritance, 
Now it may perhaps be ask'd here, how Da- 


vid came to be call'd s, that! 18, -GoYs Kin 57 | 
'Fo which, 1 1 the Anſwer 15 very ObVi- 
ous; becauſe he I "both held his Commilſion 
from God, and alſo ſtrenuouſſy exerted it for 


His Service; 2s is evident from the next Verſe, 
wherein we have his, and the moſt Kiniftyd, 
Fpurttaitüre of a good King, which, I ſhall in 


yas to ours: So he Fed them accordi A to the 


py of | his Heart, and guided them 
nd 


r 


e Integrity of Heart, and Skilfulne 


ity'&*or allow'd, to 


the Sequel ſhew, may be Without F. attery ap 


the Skil. 
his Hands, Pfal. Whbence tis | 
Wei that tlie two ler e In- 
redients for the Compoſition of a good Piince, 
4 Hands; 
both which Were ſo cininent in Pavia, chat he 
ai 10d the Character of Gods a, 
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A Thankſgiving SERVO!” 


with a continued Series of, Succ 


And here, it will be an eaſy Tranſition, an 


_ agreeable, pleaſant Task, to make good the 


Analogy, to transfer the Parallel from the King 
of 1ſrael to the King of Great Britain. But be- 
fore I ſpeak to theſe two Qualifications, give 
me leave briefly to remark, in what other Re- 
ſpects, King George may be ſaid likewiſe to be 
God's King. 323 ati: 
If then, the Hand and Providence of God 
were (as unqueſtionably they were). moit con- 
ſpicuous in and at the Revolution, in raiſing up 


a then Proteſtant Prince to be our Deliverer, 


when a Popiſh one, a ſecond Saul, was upon 


the Throne ; If that Glorious Monarch, of Im- 


mortal Memory, before his much lamented 


Fate (notwithſtanding the drong Geben 


made) yet by the Concurren the whole 
Legiſlature, paſs'd the happy Act of Succeſſion: 
If, upon a late ſudden Demiſe, when he, who 
is now our King, was at diſtance, and an im- 
placable Competitor near, and too many of his 


Friends (of whoſe Affections, in his Declara- 
tion, he ſays, he was well aſſur' d) much nearer: 


If, in a word, notwithſtanding all theſe Piffi. 
culties and Dangers, it pleas'd God rd 


and miraculouſly to conduct with great Pea 


and Unanimity, his preſent Majeſty to the 
Brittiſh Throne, and no leſs wonderfully ſince 


to ſuppreſs the moſt helliſh Attempts and Con- 


oo 4 


ſpiracies againſt it: All theſe concurring and 


corroborating Inſtances of a Divine Providence, 


Ales, mays, I 
a 


* 
— * n 0 — 


preſume, well make good the Analogy between 
the two Kings, and to ours juſtly appropriate 
the Character of God's King: Great Deliverance 
giveth be to,, ß 
[ proceed, in the next place, to juſtify yet 
farther this his Character, and Divine Com- 
- miſſion, by convincing you, that the two Qua- 
lifications the Prophet obſerves neceſſary in a 
good Prince, namely, Integrity of Heart, and 
Skilfulneſs of Hands, do no leſs diſtinguiſh him 
to be God's King: And this IT deſign not b 
way of Flattery (which I know the King ab. 
hors) but only to take off that Odium and Pre- 
judice, which the Jeſuits and their Emiſſaries 


by their ſly Inſinuations, have ſo artfully infu- ? 
ſed into, and poyſoned the Minds of the Com- = 
mon keople With n ot on IT | 

1. Firſt then, if Integrity of Heart in Prin- ; 


ces implies (as no doubt it does) Steddineſs or 
Reſolution, I dare aver, his beſt Friends, with 
Pleaſure- and Satisfaction, and his groateſt Ene- 
mies, to their Shame and Confuſion, may pro- 
nounce King G EOR GE truly ſteddy. A late 
neighbouring Monarch (no Friend of his) upon 
his firſt Acceſſion to the Brittiſß Crown, gave him 
this juſt Character, when he told Marſhal V- 
lars, that England Fnow] had a: King: Imply ing = i 
manifeſtly, that ſome great Fatlures, ſome great | 
DefeRs of this Kind did appear ſomewhere be- | 
fore Not the Fawnings, or Flatteries, of ſome. 
of the Primier | Miniſters at his firſt Landing, 
nor their impious Cabals, or Inſolence, afrer- 
PER STC wards, 
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A Thanukſorving SER W. 
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wards, cou'd, in the leaſt, warp, ſhake, or 
move his maſculine, unbiaſs d Soul. So juſtly 
does he merit that ſublime Character the Poet 
gave of his Great Man, moſt think of Aug uſfus. 


Juaſtum & tenacem propoſiti virum, 
Non Civium ardor prava jubentium, 
VVvon vultus inſtantis Tyranni, 
| Mente quatit ſolidd. 


Isa Engliſb thus: A Prince ſo perfectly juſt 
“ and honeſt, and of his firſt well weigh'd 
« Reſolutions ſo ſtrictly tenacious, neither Ci- 
% ty Mobs, nor Country Riots, nor foreign 
“ Invaſions, can in the leaſt intimidate, or 
B ea 51 hovobugg bus: oma bs 
2. If, in the next place, Integrity of Heart 
in Princes, implies a hearty Concern and paſ- 
ſionate Zeal for the Good and Welfare of his 
People, and a Deteſtation and Abhorrence of 
all indireQ, - pernicious Counſels or Courſes; 
when or where- ever was this ſublime Vertue 
more to advantage ſeated, than in his preſent. 
Majeſty? May not he appeal, as Samuel did 
to the Children of great, Whoſe Ox have I taken, 
whom have I defrauded, or whom have Ioppreſſed ? 
Teſtify again TS 1 Sam. 12. 3. Tis true, 
we find additional Taxes, as well as Forces, 
(and thoſe not without much Clamour and Evil- 
ſpeaking:) tho', I preſume, tis now well 
known, to whom they are chiefly owing, and 
what, on this account, ſome have juſtly man 


* 
5 
* « 


A Thanh giving SERMO N. 

4 | UAE nas 
And, I dare ſay, all unprejudic'd Perſons, (all, 
I had like to have ſaid, but Rebels) will now 
own the utmoſt Neceſſity for both; and like- 
wiſe, that our late Deliverance, when left in 
ſo defenceleſs a State, has been the more pro- 
vidential. Tis as true likewiſe, that the Ini- 
quity of the People, and the late deteſtable 
Rebellion, have occaſion*'d ſome wholefome Se- 
verities, and made the cutting off fome of its 
Ringleaders abſolutely neceſſary. And what- 
ever undue Encomiums (as a Great Man wiſe- 
ly obſerves) may be made, by ſome, at this 
critical Juncture, upon Mercy; yet even theſe 
(except abandon'd to all Senſe and Reaſon) 
muſt own, that without a due, proportionate 
Juſtice, no Order, no Community, no. Go- 
vernment can be long ſupported.” And indeed, 
notwithſtanding all thoſe. vile Calumnies and 
Miſrepreſentations, hence rais'd, we may ap- 
peal unto antient and modern Hiſtory (if ſuch 
an unprecedented, unprovok'd, unmerited Re- 
bellion be there to be met with) whether out 
of ſuch a vaſt Number of Miſcreants, ſo many 
ever eſcap'd with Impunity, or whether the 
Execution of Juſtice (on ſuch a Criſis) was: 
ever more judiciouſly temper'd, or ſoften'd 
with Mercy. I own indeed this to be the 
moſt uncouth, melancholy Part of my Subject; 
that I have perhaps formerly expreſs d my Sen 
timents on the Side of Mercy, even to a Fault; 
and that I was glad ſince to hear, that an Act 
of Indemnity was page in hppes that, * 
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the Honour of this Nation, a Veil might be Tor 
ever caſt over all former Obliquities. But Oh! 
Rebellion is well defin'd by the Prophet to be 
as the Sin of Witchcraft : For what inſolent; 
what:tumultuous Efforts have been ſince made, 
both in City and Country? Enough indeed 
(was not the King, and thoſe neareſt to him, 
endu'd: with the greateſt Mildneſs and Clemen- 
ey) to provoke yet farther the Juſtice of the 
Nation, to cut off all ſuch Workers of Iaiquity, 
as continue ſtill to turn Religion into Rebellion, 
and Faith into Faction. Burt... 
3. If Integrity of Heart implies, as no doubt 
it chiefly does, a Sincerity and Conſtancy in 
Matters of Faith and Religion, when did any 
King, with the Royal Branches, exhibit more 
lively Specimens, better Indications of the Truth 
of theſe things? The King, even from his 
Youth, was always eſteem'd a Champion for 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, of which he's now be- 
come almoſt the ſole: Arbitrator .and-Bulwark. 
The early Efforts. he made for the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion againſt the Turks, and the more ſtrenu- 
ous Oppoſition he has ſince ſhewn againſt our. 
avow'd Enemies the 0 well preſag'd him 
to be one Day (as bleſſed be God he now is) 
under Chriſt, the Head aud Defender of that 
Faith once deliverid to the Saints, I mean, the 
Church of England, as by Law eſtabliſh'd. 
The many gracious Aſſurances given, and De- 
clarations made from the Throne, inviolably to 


. 


protec and ſupport this Church, ſhquld, me- 


iin 


thinks, 
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thinks, make us its Members (particularly its —— 


Miniſters) more eaſy and thanktul to God and 
the King for ſo great a Bleſſing,” and doubly | 
cautious of having our Loyalty to the Crown | 
in the leaſt ſuſpected, whoſe Principles as well a 
as Intereſt! ſo much oblige us to it. His Ma- 
jeſty, before his Acceſſion, being fully con- 
vinc'd, that this was the beſt and pureſt Part 
of the Reform'd Religion, with the greateſt 
Cheerfulneſs and Sincerity, did immediately 
after join in the Communion of it: And, ſeein 
his- Royal Word, Principle, and Intereſt, all ſo 
much conſpire for the Safety and Security of 
the Church of Exgland, what Dangers can be 
apprehended to it under his Adminiſtration? 
Rather, what an immenſe Happineſs ought not 
we Proteſtants and Engliſomen to eſteem it, to 
have ſo good a Prince, ſeated on the Throne, 
for its Guardian, adorn'd with Integrity of 
Heart, and Skilfulneſs of Hands, and alſo bleſ- 
ſed with a numerous Progeny, inured to our 
Laws, and bred up in our holy Faith and Com- 
munion? A Bleſling ſcarce ever before grant- 
ed to any of his Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſors, 
and to the Defect of which, the Troubles and 
Calamities of this Church and Nation have 
been formerly in too great a meaſure Wing. 
2. The Second neceſſary Ingredient requir'd 
in a good Prince, and moſt conſpicuous in ours, 
is Skilfulneſs of Hands: So he fed them accord- 
ing to the Integrity of his Heart, and guided them 
by the Skiſfulneſs ef lus Hands. And here, we 
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are to take notice, that the Word Hand is uſed 
metaphorically, that being the chief Part for 
Action; and that by Skilfulneſs of Hands is 
not meant Chicaary, Fraud, or Cunning; but 
Wiſdom, Prudence, and Diſcretion, in ma- 
naging and governing the publick Affairs. But 
this being imply*d under the firſt Qualification, 
ſpoken largely to, and what I ſhall hereafter 
touch upon, I ſhall at preſent diſmiſs, and ſo 
proceed to tze 51 3 
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II. Second Particular, namely, the Delive- 
rance, or Mercy receiv'd, amplify'd and made 
the more conſpicuous, by the Epithet, Great: 
Great Deliverance giveth he to his Ring. The ; 

frequent and great Dangers King David met 
with, and his Manner of eſcaping' them, we 
find amply recorded in, Holy Writ, this whole 
Book of Pſalms being, as it were, one conti- 
nu'd Te Deam, compos'd on account of his ma- 
ny and great Deliverances ; as from the Lion 
and the Bear, from Go/iah and Saul, from the 
Philiſtines and Alſalom, nay, from ſome, whom 
be eſteemed his familiar Friends, and who eat of 
his Bread. But now, can King GEORGE 
apprehend any Dangers, or ſtand in need of 
any Deliverance, among thoſe whom he him- 
ſelf came to deliver? Can a Prince of his In- 
tegrity of Heart, and Skilfulneſs of Hands, fear 

any Plots, Treaſons, or an open harcefac'd Re- 
bellion ? N N Og 1 dare ſay, 5 he . can't fear it: 
His heroick Soul is above the Fear of any 
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Being, but God. | Beſides, his: Inoffenſiveneſs, F 


having done no Harm, but al the Good imagi- 
nable for an ungrateful People, might well ex- 
tenuate and remove from his Royal Breaſt, all 


Fear. But Oh! Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it 


not in the Streets of Askelon, leſt the Daughters 
f the Philiſtines rejoice, leſt the Daughters of the 
Vncircumciſed triumph, 2 Sam. 1. 20. 

Nov a material Queſtion may perhaps here 
occur, namely, why the Prophet ſuppos'd the 
Daughters, and not the Sons of the Philiſtiues, 
to rejoice; the Daughters not the Sons of 
the Philiſtines, to triumph at the Fall of Princes? 
It looks indeed, as it the Loyalty, nay the 


Tenderneſs and Softneſs of that Sex, were even 


then ſuſpe&ed, becauſe they feem'd'to delight 
in Blood, nay, in that of a Monarch. To all 
which I ſhall anſwer with an old Proverbial 


Aͤphoriſm (which even ſome of them perhaps 


are able to quote) namely, that Corruptio op- 
timi et. peſſima ; which, for their Beneſit how- 
ever, may be thus tranſlated :: That the Cor- 
ruption or Degeneracy of that Sex is always the 
worſt; and that, when once they are tainted 
with Antimonarchical, Republican, King-kil- 
ling Principles, there is no Sin, no Villany, no 
Cruelty, that ſuch will ſeruple or boggle at. 
But leſt I ſhould. incur the Diſpleaſure of that 
Sex, (Which I would by all means avoid) give 
me leave here (not wholly to diſpirit em) to 
obſerve, that theſe were the Daughters of Phi- 
liſtines or Heathens, not of Britons or Chriſti- 
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are to take notice, that the Word Hand is uſed 
metaphorically, that being the chief Part for 
Action; and that by Skilfulneſs of Hands is 
not meant Chicanry, Fraud, or Cunning ; but 
Wiſdom, Prudence, and Diſcretion, in ma- 
naging and governing the publick Affairs. But 
this being imply*d under the firſt Qualification, 
ſpoken largely to, and what I ſhall hereafter 
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II. Second Particular, namely, the Delive- 
rance, or Mercy receiv'd, amplity'd and made 
the more conſpicuous, by the Epithet, Great: 
Great Deliverance giveth he to his Ring. The 

frequent and great Dangers King David met 
with, and his Manner of eſcaping” them, we 
find amply recorded in Holy Writ, this whole 
Book of Pſalms being, as it were, one conti- 
nu'd Te Deum, compos'd on account of his ma- 
ny and great Deliverances ; as from the Lion 
and the Bear, from Goliah and Saul, from the 
Philiſtines and Abſalom, nay, from ſome, whom 
he eſteemed his familiar Friends, and who eat 0 
bis Bread, But now, can King GEORGE 
apprehend any Dangers, or ſtand in need of 
any Deliverance, among thoſe whom he him- 
ſelf came to deliver? Can a Prince of his In- 
tegrity of Heart, and Skilfulneſs of Hands, fear 
any Plots, Treaſons, or an open barcefac'd Re- 
bellion? No, 1 dare ſay, he can't fear it: 
= His heroick Soul is above the Fear of any 
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Being, but God. Beſides, his: Inoffenſiveneſs, 
having done no Harm, but all the Good imagi- 


nable for an ungrateful People, might well ex- 
tenuate and remove from his Royal Breaſt, all 
Fear. But Oh! Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it 


not in the Streets of Askelon, leſt the Daughters 


of the Philiſtines rejoice, leſt the Daughters of the 


Dncircumciſed triumph, 2 Sam. 1. 20. 


Now a material Queſtion may perhaps here 
occur, namely, why the Prophet ſuppos'd the 
Daughters, and not the Sons of the Philiſtiues, 


to rejoice; the Daughters not the Sons of 
the Philiſtines, to triumph at the Fall of Princes? 
It looks indeed, as if the Loyalty, nay the 


Tenderneſs and Softneſs of that Sex, were even 


then ſuſpected, becauſe they feem'd to delight 


in Blood, nay, in that of a Monarch. To all 
which I ſhall anſwer with an old Proverbial 
Aphoriſm (which even ſome of them perhaps 
are able to quote) namely, that Corruptio op- 


timi eſt peſſima ; which, for their Benefit how- 


ever, may be thus tranſlated : That the Cor- 
ruption or Degeneracy of that Sex is always the 


Worſt; and that, when once they are tainted 


with Antimonarchical, Republican, King-kil- 
ling Principles, there is no Sin, no Villany, no 


Cruelty, that ſuch will ſcruple. or boggle at. 
But leſt I ſhould incur the Diſpleaſure of that 


Sex, (which I would by all means avoid) give 
me leave here (not wholly to diſpirit em) to 


2 obſerve, that theſe were.the Daughters of P hi- 
liſtines or Heathens, not of Britons or Chriſti- 
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ans, that were thus Antimonarchical; and thus 
rejoic'd. at the Death of King Saul. J hope, 
that our Sons may grow up, as young Plants, 
and that our Daughters will be as the poliſh'd 
Corners of the Temple, P/al. 144 13. I would 
willingly indeed believe, that THAT SEX, 
now adays, is better bred, more polite, too 
well educated and inſtructed in the Principles 
of the Church of England, than to ſhew any 
rude, unmannerly Diſlike outwardly, or in the 
leaſt to think diſloyally, or with Contempt of 
his preſent Majeſty. And give me leave to tell 
theſe, that if there be any ſuch She-Reprobates, 
they muſt be content, for the future, to fall 
under the Denomination, not of Chriſtians, but 
of PHILISTINES. I hope this will not be 
thought too long or ludicrous a Digreſſion, be- 
cauſe I do aſſure you, twas well meant; and, 
I hope, will be as well talen. 

_ Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in Askelon. 
Alas! the Philiſtines, I mean-the Jacobites, our 
avow'd Adverſaries, were before in the Secret: 
They knew, even to their Rejoicing, the Trea- 
ſon, being the chief Contrivers and Promoters 
of it. God be thank'd, that the timely, happy 

defeating of it, has prevented their triumphing : 
That our Enemies nom can't wiih much Pleaſure tell 
the reſt, Tho' this Iſland indeed is ſo happy 
by its Situation, that we have no Lions or 
Bears, as David had, to encounter; yet IL wiſh 
we had not Men (I had like to have nam'd 
the other Sex too) more brutiſſ than Bears, 
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=: 0 more 


Aledo axon, 


more ſavage than Lions: Tho' we have no Goliahs 


I wi th 


to defy the Living God, or to terrify our Hoſts; a 
yet, alas! have we not too too many of thoſe, 5 
who neither fear God, nor honour the King? 4 
Goliah was a Man of Valour and Renown, a _ 


fair Combatant in the Feild, and an open Ene- 
my: We have thoſe who bore the King's Com- 
miſhon, eat of his Bread, took the moſt fo- 


lemn Oaths to be true to him, who yet (to their ; 
ſhame, have lift up their Heel, and laid great F 
wait 72 his Soul. We have no Saul, God be f 
thank'd, ſet over us; but yet we have a pre- N 


tended Son of his (tho! not like Jonathan, either [ 
in Courage or Pleaſantry) who has long perſe- j 
cuted the legal Proprietors of this Crown, and 

wou'd be more tyrannical, ſhou'd he once, 
(which may God avert!) gain its Poſſeſſion, 

Saul was a Man of Honour, tho? of Paſſion, | 
and whenever the Devil enter'd him, Muſick, ö 
as the Scripture tells us, uſually exorcis'd him: 

But alas! what Numbers have we amongſt us, 
ſo fatally deluded, ſo politically intoxicated, 
nay, ſo wholly poſſeſs d, that their loſt Senſes, 
no Muſick, no Charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely, 
will, I fear, be ever able to retrieve. .'As for 
the Philiſtines (which David oft unequally en- 

gag' d, yet always ſubdu'd) I mean, foreign 

Enemies, I wiſh; indeed we had fewer, and 
thoſe leſs diſguis'd; rho? our chief Danger is at 

preſent, undoubtedly, from our inteſtine and 
domeſtick ones. In a word, tho' we have no 


bſaloms, yet, Tm ſure, we have lately bad 
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ONE, Iwiſh, we may have no more 4 C HE 
TOPHELS : 7 

And thus have Iendeavour'd. to make good 
the Analogy or Reſemblance between the two 
Kings, ſhewn the Commiſſion and Qualifica- 
tions in both to be from God, and diſtinguiſh- 
ingly great, the Dangers and Difficulties of 
both Rei ns to be near equal, and their Deli- 
verances fo likewiſe; and, I hope, our Thanks 
and Praiſe, at this Time, to our Great Deli- 
verer, will be proportionate. Which brings 
me to the SFr is * 


III. Third and laſt Particular to be con- 
fider*'d, namely, the Great Author of theſe Deli- 
verances, the Lord, imply*d by the Relative, 
He : Great Deliverance giveth he to his Ning. 
When David put himſelf into Array to engage 
the haughry Philiſtine, the Sacred Text . 
us, that he laid aſide his Helmet of | Braſs and 
Coat of Mail, and choſe any five ſmooth Stones 
aut of the Brook, and had his Sling in his Hand, 
1 Sam. 17. 38, 39, 40. Which ſhew'd, that he 
put no Truſt or Confidence for Succeſs in an Arm 
of Fleſb, but only in the Lord, Jehovah. The 
Lord, that deliver d me out of the Pam of the 
Lion, and out of the Pam of the Bear, he will de. 

liver me ont of the Hand of this Philiſtine, Ver. 3 7. 
Thou cam ſt to me, ſaith he, with 4 Sword and 
with 4 Spear, and with a Shield, hut I come unto. 
thee in the Name of the Lord of Hoſts, the Gotl of 
the Armies of Airacl, whow thow lig de, Ver. 
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45. So in this Plalm, It is God that girdeth me 
with Strength, and maketh my Way perfect. There- 
fore have I purſa'd mine Enemies, and overtakes 
them, neither did I turn again, till they were con- 
ſumed : ] have wounded them, that they are not 
able to riſe, they are fallen under my Feet, Ver. 37, 
38. The wonderful Events, which Atheiſts 
attribute to blind Chance and Fortune, the Su- 
perſtitious to tutelar Saints and Idols, and Po- 
liticians to their own Wiſdom and Conduct, 
this Great Man, as well as all others mention'd 
in ſacred Writ, always aſcribe unto the Lord: 
They held it the beſt Analyſis, to reſolve all 


ſuch Effects into their primary, great Original, 


God. Thus, when % went out againſt Ze- 


rah, the Ethiopian, who, as the Text tells us, 


had an Hoſt of a thouſand thouſand and three 
hundred Chariots, he was not in the leaſt diſ- 
courag'd at theſe vaſt Numbers, but thus ad- 
dreſs d himſelf to his God: I is xothing, O Lora, 
faith he, with thee to help, whether with mam, or 
them that have no Power : Help us, O Zora, for 
we reſt on thee, and in thy. Namo go out againſt this 


Nultitude: Sa the Lord ſmote the Ethiopians be- 


fore Aſa, and before Judah, and the Ethiopians 


fled; 2 Chron. 14. 9,11, 12. This then, you 
ſiee, was the conſtant Method and Practice, this 
the harmonious © Wo 8 — 
theſe:good: Men expreſs d upon any fignaFSuc- 
es The Right Handof the Lord 
bath the Pre-eminence, the Right Fund of the Lor d 
bringeih mighty things , Pſal. 118. 16. 5 
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And now, to make the beſt Improvement of 


the whole by a ſhort Application to our ſelves, 


give me leave to obſerve that all theſe Things 
are written for our Admonition; and 1 hope 
ſuch diſtiogviſhing Examples may have that 
happy Influence, as to make us not only rely 


on the Almighty for his future Favours, but 


alſo ſincerely grateful for the late great Delive- 


rance given to his King and Kingdoms. As 


that, indeed, can 8 be any where paral- 


lePd; ſo, Pm ſure, the Miſeries and Calami- 


ties cannot, which muſt have enſu'd, had not 
this Rebellion been ſo providentially defeated : 
And if the Lord himſelf had not been on our 
Side, our Iſrael may alſo ſay, when theſe heady, 
high-minded, ſelf-willed Traytors roſe up 4- 
gainſt us, they had ſwallowd us up quick, when 
their Wrath was ſo much kinaled againſt us: 


Praiſed therefore be the Lord, who hath nat 
given us over, as 4 Prey unto their Teeth : The 


Snare is broken, and we are deliver d, Pſal. 124. 
x, 2, c. Their Device was to put him 
out, whom God hath exalted ; and to exalt 


him, whom God, the Laws, and all wiſe and 


good Men have rejected: But God hath ſhewn 


the former his Goodneſs plenteouſly ; he has 
let him ſee his Deſire upon his Enemies, P/a/. 
. 623-4. G % %%% 7 


But yet, alas! what Effects have theſe mira- 


culous Mercies and Deliverances had? What 
other, I ſay, upon ſome (and thoſe too, too 
many :) but to make em ſtill hug their Chains, 


to 


A. Thankſetving. SERMON 
to be yet fond of an Egyprian Servitude, and to 
murmur and ſpurn, like the Children of 1/rael, 
at this Manna, tho! it falls ſo plentifully round 
about their Tents? Scarce one Rebellion we 
find ſuppreſs'd, e' er theſe infatuated Wretches, 
by their hired Mobs, are ſounding the Trum- 
pet for another : For what elſe can theſe con- 
tinu'd Riots, Inſurrections and Tumults, even 
upon Days ſet apart for the Commemoration of 
the greateſt Mercies to this Church and Na- 
tion; I ſay, what elſe can theſe portend, but 
a ſecond Rebellion? Strange it is, that thoſe 
few late Inſtances of a neceſſitated Juſtice, ſo 
remarkably fix*d and expos'd in the Streets of 
our Metropolis, to ſtrike a Terror, ſhou'd not 
ſomewhat ſlacken the Fury of theſe Deſperado's, 
and deter them from endeavouring again to 
embroil themſelves, their (perhaps) innocent 
Families, and the whole Kingdom ? 


IThoſe diſtinguiſhing Cockades, which ſome 
of our Bravado's (of both Sexes) ſeem now to 
be ſo fond of, ſhou'd; methinks, infuſe better 
Thoughts, more loyal Sentiments. For the 
Oak, till now, was always eſteem'd an Em- 
blem of Loyalty, as being the Receſs or Sanctu- 
ary of the then Royal Family, and as ſuch, 
conducive to, and productive of the preſent 
Illuftrious one: Tho?, from the ſiniſter, vile 
Uſe ſuch make of this, and the: like innocent 
Emblems, tis now clearly evident, whoſe 
Badg, whole Livery, . they wear. The Pro- 
| pher (as 1 before obſery'd) rightly tells us 
We 9 that 
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that Rebellion is ax the Sin of Witthiraft ; becauſe 
they, who are once immers'd in, and deluded 
by this fatal Enchantment, ate much like the 
Companions of UVhſſes, not to be brought back 

to their Ships, as the Poet tells us, but by Whips 
and Rods, when once intoxicated with the 
Juice of the Lotophagi, well obſerv'd, by a 
modern Critick, to be of the ſame Nature with 
our Engliſh Hellebore. I wiſh indeed, that by 
ſuch gentle CorreQions, without Axes and 
Ropes, theſe, worſe than Lunaticks, were to 
be reclaimed.” Solomon tells us, tho? you ſhou'd 
bray 4 Fool in a Mortar, yet would not his Folly 
depart from him, Prov. 27. 22. So appoſite is 
the Similitude he makes uſe of, to expreſs 
the 'Sottiſhneſs and Folly, the Perverſeneſs 
and Stupidity, of thoſe deluded, - unhappy 
Wretches, once entangled by, and drawn into, 
this Sin of Rebellion. Give me leave to quote 
but one Text more of the Wiſe Man's, which, 
tho ſpoke of the Sin of Adultery, is very ap. 
plicable to this of Treaſon: 4 Wound and Diſ- 
| . will all ſueh get, and their Reproach ſball 
not be wiped away, Prov. 6. 33. And how lite- 
rally have we ſeen this verify'd in ſome of the 
firſt Rank and Quality, who, for this foul, abo- 
minable Sin of Rebellion, have been themſelves 
cut off in the midſt of their Days, had their 
gates confiſcated, and their Honours and 
Titles for ever wip'd out 'and'extinguiſh'd ? 
God grant, that the few diſmal] Inffances of 
this Nature We have already had; may make 
I ; ſuch - 
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change, and that would have they know not 
what, that they may know and practiſe (er 


it be too late) 'the Things that make for their 


own, and the publick Peace. 


. - A. #, 


And now to draw towards a Concluſion, I 


having given you this ſhort, tho? melancholy, 
Deſcription, of this Sin of Rebellion, need not, 
I hope, ſay. much more, to excite your Thanks 
and Praiſe to Him, Who has hitherto delivered 
his Ring, and in whom we truſs he will get deli- 
ver Him. Praiſe ye the Lord, faith David, for 
"tis good to ſing Praiſes unto aur God: yea, tis 
pleaſant, and Praiſe is comely, Pſal. 147. 1. And 


what is- in it ſelf good, A and comely, 
of Words, no Art of 


can want no Flouriſh 


4 . 4 5 


How facred then and indelible ought the 
Pious and Immortal Memory of that renowned 


Monarch to be preſervid, Who was both him- 


ſelf our Deliverer, and who alſo with his laſt 
Breath, [bequeathed ſo rich a Legacy to theſe 
Kingdoms, a Pearl of ſuch Value, chat our Reli- 


gion, Liberties, and Properties, even the Welfare 
of the whole Conſtitution, depend upon it? How 


ſincexrely thankful likewiſe Hught We to be for, 


as alſo quiet, ſubmiſſive; and obedient to, ſucha 


Prince, a Prince ſo every, WM˖muy qualify'd to feed 
his People. according to. the Integrity of. his J 
„Heart, and by the Skilfulneſs of his Hands to 
guide them ? But becauſe the heſt of Princes 
late, in Ne Mature: ford ack r Nix 
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ſuch a due Impreſſion upon all Perſons given to 
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Hands of others, 1 think, Skilfulneſs of Hands 


here (which I before obſerv'd, implies Pru- 


_ dence, Wiſdom, and Diſcretion) may moſt juſt- 


ly be apply'd to the' preſent Parliament and 
Miniſtry ; For when, or in what Reign, fo 
perplex'd and irritated with. Seditions and Fa- 


Citions, were theſe three Endowmeats ever more 


vigorouſly. and ſucceſsfully exerted, for the ap- 
peaſing and ſuppreſſing them? And to their 


Eternal Honour it muſt be ſaid, that as in the late 
Reign, before theſe were unadviſedly diſcard- 


ed, they rais'd its Reputation and Credit to the 


higheſt Pitch: ſo they have not only done the 


like in this, but (next under God and the King) 
they have, by the Skilfulneſs of their Hands, 
and (as I may add) Integrity of Heart, out 
of the greateſt Difficulties and Dangers, extri- 


cated, reſcu'd, and deliver®d this Kingdom. | 
Happy indeed it is for us (and Oh! that we 


were more truly ſenſible of it!) to have, amidſt 
the Outrages of ſuch a violent, unruly People, 
ſo many Caro?s, ſo many Scipio's, and theſe in 
this Reſpect, greater, becauſe all ſo firmly uni- 
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ted, fo inſeparably link d and cemented to the 


| What then can be wanting to make this Go- 
vernment yet the moſt gloriqus and flouriſhing, 
but the keeping in due Sübjection, the better 
governing, our ſelves? I mean, our vicioùs In- 
clinations, and our unruly Luſts and Paſſions. 


In Order to which, 1 wiſh that ſhort Ejaculati- 


on of St. Aaſtins, Mas oftner thought of, and 
Due practi- 
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practis'd, Libera me à Meipſo, Domine, Deliver 


us, O Lord, from our ſelves; from our corrupt, 


deceitful, and diſobedient Hearts: for the Heart 
i deceitful above all Things, and moſt deſperately 
wicked, who can know it? Jer. 17. 9. This (what- 
ever other plauſible: Amuſements may be ſug- 
geſted) is the Pandoras Box, out of which all 
our preſent Diſorders and Confuſions have 
ſwarm'd: Namely, an Unevenneſs and Incon- 
ſtancy of Temper, or the being given to Change, 
Pride and Emulation, the Want of Charity and 
natural Affection, Mens Diſcontent with their 
Stations and Fortunes, a Luſt of Dominion and 
Power, and ſuch like vile Affections. For in- 


deed, I have ſo much, Charity, as not to be- 


lieve or ſuppoſe, that profeſs'd Proteſtants cou'd 
have combin'd with  Papiſts, or have enter'd 
into ſuch a helliſh Conſpiracy, with no other 
View, but that of introducing Popery, Nei- 
ther can I believe thoſe Papiſts, tho? the 

with'their laſt Breath aſſerted" (becauſe they, as 
tis well known, can have Diſpenſations, even 
at the Gibbet) that what they adted was out 
of pure Principle of Loyalty, and they would 
have done the ſame for their King (as they call 
him) had he been really a Proteſtant; becauſe 
this is ſo directly counter to their Principles, 


have 


as Papiſts, which oblige them to depoſe and 


root ont all Hereticks, (from the Prince even to 


the Peaſant) amongſt which, they always rec- 
kon us Proteſtants. Good Reaſon 'therefore' 


have we to pray, that God would u 
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from our ſelves, eſpecially from thoſe amongſt 


us, that can thus equivocate and prevari- 
cate, even at the laſt Gaſp. And let us not for- 
get likewiſe to pray for our ſelves, that God 


wou'd pardon the many crying and provoking 


Sins of this Nation, ſo much of late enhanc'd 
and aggravated by that of Rebellion. To 


which End, I take that part of our Excellent 


Litany to be very appolite, From all Sedition, 
privy C opſpiracy, and Rebellion, Good Lord deliver 
vs : Let us alſo pray, that God would: create 
in us pure, uncorrupt, clean Hearts, and renew 
a charitable, Loyal, even a right Spirit within 
us; namely, with that Spirit of Wiſdom, 
which St. James tells us, James 3. 17. deſcends 
from above, and is firſt pure, then Peaceable (the 
Reverſe to that which is ſeditious or rebellious} 


next gentle, and eaſie to be eutreated, full of Mer- 


cy and good Works, without Partiality, and with- 
out Hypoeriſy.' lige EL 1197 5 I 1185 | ny | 
And whilſt we ſeem ſo well diſpos'd* for 
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Prayer, let us, I beſeech: you, not forget to 
pray for our Good and Gracious Sovereign, that, 


as he hath hitherto been, ſo he may ſtill conti- 
nue to be, the Care of Heaven; and that his 
Enemies, by their baſe; Ingratitude, and worſe 
than ir zebitiſþ-Mucmurings, may Never be able 1 


| ro provoke: Heaven it felt to arm againſt us: 


but that the hearty Prayers and ſteddy Zeal of 
the Brave, Loyal, and truly Religious amongſt 
us, may avert God's Judgments, and (tho? in 
greateſt Perils amongſt County nen and ful 
mon \| 1 Bre- 
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Brethren) may yet reſcue our Zion from Ruin · 
And becauſe the important Affairs of Chriſten- 


dom require the King's Preſence and Perſonal 


Mediation, let us further pray, that God wou'd 


| bleſs him in his going out, and in his coming in, 


in the City and in the Field; that he wou'd make 
the Winds and Waves ſubſervient, and propi- 
tious for his Convoy : To conclude, That God 


wou d bleſs and proſper him in all that he ſets his 


Hands unto, for the PROTESTANT RELIGION, 
and the LIBERTIES or EuRoPe. 


FINIS. 
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